Acceptable Worship

John 4:23,24

Introduction:

A. Jesus is involved in discussion with woman of Samaria.

1. She is concerned with the place of worship.

2. Jesus explains the true emphasis of worship (vv.21,22).

3. Attitude more important than place (Psa. 122:1).

B. Worship means “an act of reverence whether paid to the creature or creator.”

1. Acts 17:27

2. Man at his lowest is a worshipper, but of the lowest form. Example Golden calf worship – Exodus 32

3. Worship can be vain – Matt. 15:9

4. If men are to have their worship accepted of God it must be directed to Him.

C. Worship must not only be with the right attitude (spirit) but must be true (vv.23,24).

1. Worship must be dictated by truth (John 17:17).

2.  Acceptable worship must have God’s authority.

3. “By what authority..” or “Who authorized your worship?”

4. Do in the name of the Lord (Col. 3:17).

D. The Bible gives us positive instruction as to how to worship acceptably.

I. Lord’s Supper (Communion)

A. Communion is a week by week renewal of the Christians tie with Christ—the shed blood and pierced body.

B. The Christian eats the body and blood in pledging his own body to the same cause (Romans 12:1,2).  Communion is not a one way street.

C. The supper is eaten in a worthy manner (1 Cor. 11:29).

D. The Lord’s supper is the center of Christian worship, it is not the most important part.  Christianity centers around the death (cross) of Christ.

II. Money and Worship

A. Each Lord’s day as Christians come together to worship, we sing, we pray, we teach, we partake of the Lord’s Supper, and we give as we have been prospered.

B. In giving into a common treasury there are mongled the ideas of worship and business.

1. Difficult for some to see how one could worship with something so “earhty”.

2. Sometimes the idea of business prevails.

3. At other times the thoughts are centered on God and how good He has been to us.

C. Though the passing of the basket will always be done at worship, it may not be worship to some.

1. It may be an act of raw pride.

2. It may be forced compliance.

3. It may be an act of compensation.
4. If our giving is based on these reasons, then it ceases to be worship (Jn. 4:24).

5. 2 Cor. 9:6,7

III.
Music in Worship

