Materialism
Introduction:


A.
Materialism defined.



1.
Webster - A theory that physical matter is the only or fundamental 



reality and that all being and processes and phenomena can be 



explained as manifestations or results of matter b : a doctrine that 



the only or the highest values or objectives lie in material well-



being and in the furtherance of material progress. Merriam 




Webster Online Dictionary.



2.
“The tendency to more concerned with material than spiritual or 



intellectual values or goals.” Webster’s New World Dictionary
B.
First, let it be admitted and emphasized that there is no inherent virtue or 


spiritual value in being poor. 



1.
To warn against the sin of materialism is not to advocate a 




"theology of poverty." 



2.
The poor may be very wicked. Indeed, they may be very 




materialistic. 



3.
An ascetic is a "person who renounces the comforts of society and 



leads a life of austere self-discipline, especially as an act of 




religious devotion".  



4.
Ascetic religions are those in which the most serious participants 



are expected to follow a life of poverty. 



5.
Being a deeply spiritual Christian does not necessarily involve 



renouncing worldly goods and taking a vow of poverty, although it 


may be God's will for us to make great sacrifices sometimes. 


C.
But neither is there any inherent virtue or spiritual value in being wealthy. 



1.
The rich have no advantage or special relationship with God 



because of their wealth. In Job, Elihu correctly observed that God 



"is not partial to princes, nor does He regard the rich more than the 



poor; for they are all the work of His hands" (Job 34:19). 

``````````````````2.
Riches are not necessarily a sign of virtue or evidence that God 



approves of one's character. 



3.
The rich man who assumes that the riches God has given him are a 



reward for his own personal righteousness makes a big assumption. 


More often than not, the riches have not come because of one's 



righteousness, but in spite of one's unrighteousness.



2.
It is worth considering that riches may be as much a curse as a 



blessing. It is quite accurate in some situations to speak of a 



person's having been "stricken" with wealth. (Some of God's 



greatest blessings happen to be requests that are not granted!) 


I.
The Problems of Materialism



1.
The term materialism actually encompasses several related 




problems. 




a.
For one thing, there is the problem of discontent in regard 




to what we ourselves do not have. "Let your conduct be 




without covetousness, and be content with such things as 




you have. For He Himself has said, 'I will never leave you 




nor forsake you'" (Heb. 13:5). 




b.
There is the problem of envy or jealousy in regard to what 




other people have. 




c.
We may wish we had what others have.





Or we may -- and this is worse -- wish others did not have 




what they have, begrudging them anything that appears to 




make them happy, whether we ourselves would want what 




they have or not. 



2.
The desire to work hard and better one's "station" in life is not in 



itself materialistic. The sinfulness of materialism has to do with 



two characteristics that distinguish it from an honorable work 



ethic: 




a.
Selfishness. The primary motivation of the materialistic 




person is to satisfy self. 




b.
Excessiveness. The materialistic person pursues material 




ends at the expense of spiritual priorities, upsetting the 




proper balance and proportion God intends our lives to 




have. 



3.
Actually, the term materialism comes fairly close to the biblical 



term covetousness -- and covetousness is a sin much talked about 



in the Scriptures.

