With Thanksgiving
Introduction:


A.
History of Thanksgiving 


1.
When Paul wrote a congregation, he often began his letter with an 



expression of thanks. 


2.
Paul uses some form of thanks some 48 times.
I..
He Wrote a Letter to the Christians in Rome. 



1.
Those Christians had some serious problems. 



2.
They seriously misunderstood the way God 






produces salvation in a person. 



3.
They did not understand that God designed the 





gospel to be the perfect solution for spiritual or 





moral failure. 



4.
They did not understand that God used people's 





faith and His mercy to save people. 



5.
They misunderstood the purpose of obedience. 



6.
They did not understand that the purpose of 






obedience was to show gratitude for salvation. 



7.
They were wrongly convinced that the purpose of 




8.
obedience was to qualify a person for salvation. 



9.
Those are basic, critical misunderstandings. They 





were serious misunderstandings. They produced 





serious problems. 



10.
Yet, Paul clearly appreciated these Christians, and 





he wanted them to know it. Romans 1:8  

II.
Paul Wrote Two Letters to the Christians in Corinth. 



1.
These people had been converted from very 






ungodly lives and circumstances. 



2.
That congregation was filled with complicated 





problems that had roots in the ungodliness of their 





past. Their problems make us shudder. 



3.
Division because different groups were in conflict. 



4.
Individual Christians fighting each other in pagan 





courts. 



5.
Sexual immorality; Marriage problems ;Idolatry. 




Spiritual rivalries that perverted worship 






assemblies. 



6.
A denial that people were resurrected from the 





dead. 



7.
Paul appreciated them 1 Cor. 1:4-8



a)
He was grateful for God's grace which was given 





to them in Jesus Christ. 



b) 
He was grateful that God had enriched them. 




c)
 He was grateful that God had not withheld any 




    
spiritual gift from them. 




d) 
He was grateful that Christ could confirm them 





and make them blameless. 

III.
Paul wrote a letter to the Christians in Philippi. 


1.
That congregation had some serious internal problems. 


2.
The Christians were not treating each other properly, and some of them 


had a bad attitude toward each other.  Selfishness was a real problem. 


3.
Some of the most dedicated, devout Christians were seriously struggling 


against each other. 


4.
Paul genuinely appreciated them, and he wanted them to know it. 



Philippians 1:3-6 second, we need to appreciate spiritual good where ever 

IV.
We Need To Be Thankful For Good Wherever it Exists. 


1.
In the home.


2.
In the work force, school, government, etc.


3.
In the church.



a.
Teachers



b.
Elders



c.
Deacons



d.
Every member



e.
Preachers (preacher’s families)


4.
I am thankful for the Bowdon congregation.



a.
I am grateful for our willingness to think and learn, and grateful 



that we are growing. 



b.
I am grateful that so many people are willing to get involved, that 



so many people serve because they care. 



c.
I am grateful for the work we are doing:




i)
Missions (Corinto, Roger Leonard) (GBN???)



ii)
Evangelism (House to House; the campaign) (New 





route????)




iii)
M.E.P – Ken and Cathy




iv)
Youth – Jerome and Kelly


5.
Thankful for Jesus who has made it all possible.
