We are Not Violent

The Islamic community was enraged over Pope Benedict XVI’s quote concerning
Mohammed, "Show me just what Mohammed brought that was new, and there you will
find things only evil and inhuman, such as his command to spread by the sword the faith
he preached". This statement was quoted from a text from the 14th century by the Byzan-
tine emperor Manuel II Paleologus. The irony is that violence followed the remarks about
the violence of Islam. The Palestinian Prime Minister, who heads up Hamas, a terrorist
organization, was upset at the remarks. In Basra, Iraq, an al Qaeda group vowed a war
against the “worshippers of the cross”. In Somalia a Catholic nun was gunned down by
what many believed to be a response to the Pope’s remarks. A statement issued over the
Internet by the Mujahideen Shura Council, a group led by Iraq's branch of al Qaeda, "We
shall break the cross and spill the wine. ... God will (help) Muslims to conquer Rome. ...
God enable us to slit their throats, and make their money and descendants the bounty of
the Mujahideen,".

The Pope has since made an attempt to apologize for offending the Muslims. This
is very strange indeed. The Pope is recognized by Catholicism as a successor to Peter and
an equal to Jesus Christ. Can you imagine Jesus, Peter or any of the apostles apologizing
for the content of their speeches. “Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape
the damnation of hell?” (Matthew 23:33). The Pharisees were often on the receiving end
of Jesus’ rebuke. “Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the
Pharisees and of the Sadducees” (Matthew 16:6). “But woe unto you, scribes and Phari-
sees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in
yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in. Woe unto you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows’ houses, and for a pretence make long
prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation. Woe unto you, scribes and Phari-
sees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is
made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves” (Matthew 23:13-15).
On one occasion Jesus was told that He had offended the Pharisees, He responded by say-
ing, “Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. Let
them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall
fall into the ditch” (Matthew 15:13,14). I cannot imagine Peter issuing an apology after
he preached on Pentecost, “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God
hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36).

There is an old saying, “If you look like a duck, and waddle like a duck, and quack
like a duck, pardon me if I call you a duck!”

Bill Dedmon — September 24, 2006

L2 Welcome to the Bowdon church

bemose” of Christ. We are happy you

have come to worship with us

today. It is our prayer that the worship

service will be fulfilling and uplifting.
Please fill out an attendance card.

Sunday Morning Devotional
September 24
Song - Scott Wilson
Scripture and Prayer - James Harrington
October 1
Song - Wes Benefield
Scripture and Prayer - Ron Wilson
Wednesday Night Devotional
September 27
Song - Laramie Lowe
Devotional - Bill Dedmon
Announcements - Bill Dedmon

<2 The Sunday night MEP meets to-

night, September 24, following

wee~  the evening service at Jerome and
Kelly Thompson’s house.

& The first mailing of House to
#@%r House and Heart to Heart was
sent to over 3,000 mailboxes in Bowdon
this past week. We may not ever know if
this evangelistic tool is effective or not.
However Jesus said, “Go into all the

world and preach...”

' The bi-monthly youth devotional
hj will be October 1 at Phil and San-
dra Harrington’s

Devo

house.

2 “Pewpackers” will begin next Sun-
Forthe -

cuiaren— day, October 1, at 5:45 pm.

(=7R Bill Johnson; Gary Lovvorn,
Ken’s half-brother; Irene Har-
c==vi) rington; Susan Buchanan is to
have additional surgery Thurs-
day; Ansley Suddeth; Elsie Benefield;
Ida Mae Holloway; Eueline Warren,
Kiley Fordham’s mother; Samantha Wil-
son’s brother had a motorcycle accident
last Sunday and is recuperating at home.
Prayer for those in the military:
Cope Rowell, Afghanistan; Chris Beal,
Iraq: Bobby Wilson, Italy; Seth Craw-
ford, Iraq.

Area - Wide Events
September 24-28 - Gospel Meeting at
West GA 7:30 p.m. Sidney White is the
guest speaker.

September 24-28 - Gospel Meeting at Ce-
dartown Church of Christ. Glenn Colley
of Huntsville, AL is the guest speaker.
Services each evening are at 7:00.

October 1-5 - Gospel Meeting at Lithia
Springs Church of Christ. Paul Sain is the
guest speaker. Services Monday - Thurs-
day are at 7:30 p.m.

October 15-19 - Gospel Meeting at Villa
Rica Church of Christ. Services Sunday
thru Thursday nights are at 7:30. See the
bulletin board for the list of speakers.

717@)%;@;;\ The ladies are to meet Tues-

‘% day evening at 7:00 p.m. at

the church building for final plans for La-

dies’ Day. Food signup sheets are on the
bulletin board.
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